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by Lorelle Thomas 
Rudyard Kipling's just So Stories 
Illustrations 
Kipling's stories provided me with a vehicle for 
developing a series of related illustrations, design-
ing text pages, and planning the layout and flow 
of an entire book. These illustrations are a sample 
of the work I composed for this book. - LT 
Then he ran to the palm-tree and rubbed and rubbed and rubbed himself against it. He 
rubbed so much and so hard that he rubbed his skin into a great fold over his shoulders, 
and another fold underneath, where the buttons used to be (but he rubbed the buttons off!, 
and he rubbed some more folds over his legs. And it spoiled his temper; but it didn't make 
the least difference to the cake-crumbs. They were inside his skin and they tickled. How the 
Rhino got his Skin 
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I l l u s t r a t i o n s  
t h e  G i r a f f e  g e t  u p ;  a n d  t h e  Z e b r a  m o v e d  a w a y  t o  s o m e  l i t t l e  t h o m  
l i g h t  f e l l  a l l  s t r i p y ,  a n d  t h e  G i r a f f e  m o v e d  o f f  t o  s o m e  t a l l i s h  t r e e s  
f e l l  a l l  b l o t c h y .  " N o w  w a t c h , "  s a i d  t h e  Z e b r a  a n d  t h e  G i r a f f e .  " T h i s  i s  t h e  
O n e - t w o - t h r e e !  A n d  w h e r e ' s  y o u r  b r e a k f a s t ? "  L e o p a r d  s t a r e d ,  a n d  E t h i o p i a n  
s t a r e d ,  b u t  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  s e e  w e r e  s t r i p y  s h a d o w s  a n d  b l o t c h e d  s h a d o w s  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  b u t  
n e v e r  a  s i g n  o f Z e b r a  a n d  G i r a f f e .  H o w  t h e  L e o p a r d  g o t  h i s  S p o t s .  
L o r e l l e  T h o m a s  i s  a n  a s s o c i a t e  
p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r t  
&  D e s i g n .  S h e  j o i n e d  t h e  G V S U  
f a c u l t y  i n  1 9 9 0 .  
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And the rhinoceros upset the oil-stove with his nose, and the 
cake rolled on the sand, and he spiked that cake on the hom of 
his nose, and he ate it, and he went away, waving his tail, to the 
desolate and Exclusively Uninhabited Interior which abuts on 
the islands ofMazanderan, Socotra, and the Promontories of 
the Larger Equinox. How the Rhino got his Skin. 
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I n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  R h i n o c e r o s ' s  s k i n  A t t e d  h i m  q u i t e  t i g h t .  T h e r e  
w e r e  n o  w r i n k l e s  i n  i t  a n y w h e r e .  H e  l o o k e d  e x a c t l y  l i k e  a  N o a h ' s  
A r k  R h i n o c e r o s ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  m u c h  b i g g e r .  A l l  t h e  s a m e ,  h e  h a d  
n o  m a n n e r s  t h e n ,  a n d  h e  h a s  n o  m a n n e r s  n o w ,  a n d  h e  n e v e r  w i l l  
h a v e  a n y  m a n n e r s ,  H e  s a i d ,  " H o w ! "  a n d  t h e  P a r s e e  l e f t  t h a t  
c a k e  a n d  c l i m b e d  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a  p a l m - t r e e  w i t h  n o t h i n g  o n  b u t  
h i s  h a t ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  r a y s  o f  t h e  s u n  w e r e  a l w a y s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
m o r e - t h a n - o r i e n t a l  s p l e n d o r .  H o w  t h e  R h i n o  g o t  h i s  S k i n .  
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